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1. Mirrors of national political cultures (with some commonalities) 

 
The in-depth study conducted through Human-Assisted Content Analysis (HACA) on a sample of 

the collected articles proves the findings derived from our previous Computer-Assisted Content 

Analysis (CACA). There are some minor deviations, mostly depending on the specific selected 

days1, but it can be stated that our sample is generally a good representation of all newspaper 

articles on corruption published in the period 2004 – 2013, confirming in large measure the findings 

of our previous investigation. Therefore, in this report, we will highlight specific findings not 

emerging from the CACA analysis and, at the same time, we shall try to go deeper into some of the 

findings of that previous study that the human-assisted content analysis now allows us to clarify and 

to complete. After all, the CACA analysis served as an exploratory study to indicate issues that 

could be the subject of deeper investigation.  

In this first part of the report, we shall address the content of the news articles on corruption and the 

emerging professional models of journalism. In the second part, we shall investigate the agent-client 

relation and the connected transactions. The level of news media instrumentalization will also be 

investigated. The third part will address issues of language and metaphors. 

 
Different representations of corruption and related topics (as presented in the nine keywords that 

have been used to select newspapers articles2) emerge from the HACA study confirming, as already 

mentioned, the more general picture that CACA stressed. The different representations that come to 

light appear to be connected to particular situations, cases and events occurring in each country: the 

analysed newspapers mirror specific social, cultural and political conditions and differ significantly 

country by country. It is the country, as we shall demonstrate more clearly, that is the main variable 

that establishes different representations of corruption. 

At the same time, it is possible to aggregate emerging representations of corruption departing from 

some commonalities that can be related to both similar national political cultures and similar 

professional models of journalism. In particular, the major possible aggregation derives from the 

analysis of news content and the strategies of news selection. In this regard, two groups of countries 

seem to emerge quite clearly. On one side are two established Western European democracies, the 

United Kingdom and France. On the other side, even though there are differences among them, are 

what could be called the “new democracies” of Central Eastern Europe (Hungary, Romania, 

                                                
1 For example, there is a difference in the number of selected British articles that appears to be smaller in our HACA 
than in CACA. 
2 There are ten keywords for the Italian study, which also including “solicitation”. In the Slovak study, familism and 
clientelism have been mixed together (as they are very rarely used) and another keyword has been added (“abuse of 
power”). 
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Slovakia) and Italy, which presents several characteristics that feature in the democracies of Central 

Eastern Europe3. Some scholars have defined these “transitional” democracies with particular 

attention to the media system (Voltmer, 2013) while others view them as “post-transitional 

democracies” (Valenzuela, 1990): countries that adopted democracy at the end of the last century; 

they have volatile political systems and poorly defined rules. Indeed, there is widespread consensus 

among scholars that new democracies are more .at risk when dealing with corruptive behaviours 

(Treisman, 2000; Gounev – Ruggiero, 2012). 

Latvia appears to be somewhat of an outlier: it is similar to the other new democracies in many 

ways but has a few peculiarities that place it close to France and the United Kingdom. In some 

ways, it could be said that the most extreme representations of corruption are offered by the United 

Kingdom on one side and by Italy on the other, with Romania being close to Italy. In the next 

pages, this opposition will become clear. 

Another important variable defining different representations of corruption is the type of newspaper 

in question. We investigated a selection of articles published in three types of news outlets (where 

existing): quality/general newspapers, business/financial newspapers and tabloids. Our analysis 

shows that a clear distinction in news content and treatment exists, especially between business/ 

financial newspapers and tabloid newspapers. 

Political affiliation, another dimension through which we made our selections, does not seem to 

affect the coverage of corruption in any significant way. In other words, there is not a clear 

difference in the way in which centre-left newspapers and centre-right newspapers address 

corruption, only in the choice to cover specific cases and figures. This does not mean that these 

newspapers are not partisan; they are, but from our data, no clear structural dimension or routine 

procedure differentiating rightist and leftist newspapers emerges. 

 
2. Home corruption and corruption abroad 

 
Several data confirm the possible distinction between the two major representations of corruption 

based on national peculiarities. In what we call established democracies (in our case France and 

United Kingdom), more deeply rooted rules seem to function to largely prevent the spread of 

corruptive behaviours and to help reinforce a political culture constructed from a shared idea of the 

                                                
3 In particular, Italy can be said to resemble to new democracies because of the dramatic changes taking place with the 
“clean hands” scandals of 1992 and the almost complete disappearance of the old political parties in the following 
years. The Italian political system does not yet seem to have a found an established structure (Ginsborg, 2004). 



 5 

common good4. In these situations, corruption appears mainly as a problem of foreign countries and 

is not often linked to French and British internal problems.  

In what we call “new democracies”, on the other hand, it is exactly the administration of the 

national community that appears to be the subject of behaviours favouring private and personal 

interests rather than the common good. Corruption is very much a nationally based problem with 

cases primarily involving political actors and public administrators while, as our data indicate, 

British politicians appear in the coverage of corruption mostly when they are struggling for the 

adoption of more restrictive anticorruption rules at home and abroad5. The French news media also 

presents French politicians this way even though they also appear connected to episodes of 

corruption (see the case of ex-Minister Charles Pasqua, the case of Nicolas Sarkozy accused of 

nepotism, etc.).  

 

Figure 1: Main event arena by country (%) 

 
 

Indeed, Figure 1 shows the different attention devoted to national and local corruption on one side 

and foreign and international corruption on the other. The number of news articles dealing with 

international and foreign corruption in France and the UK exceed 70% of all the corruption-related 

news while they hardly reach 40% in the other countries that instead focus on national and local 
                                                
4 It should be noted that in some classifications, some of the CEE transitional democracies (e.g., Slovenia and Estonia) 
figure together with the Western European established democracies.  
5 As we wrote in the UK CACA report, the well-known scandal of the MPs’ expenses (a very British case) that 
exploded in 2009 and that was largely covered in the British press does not emerge from our data as it was treated as 
“fraud”, “unlawful behavior”, “false accounting”, etc. and thus did not trigger any of the nine keywords that we used to 
select the articles.  
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cases and situations. Corruption in foreign countries is also significantly covered in Hungary, where 

the press devotes considerable attention to the former Romanian Prime Minister, Adrian Anastase, 

and to several other cases of corruption taking place in neighbouring countries. The Italian media, 

unlike their counterparts in the United Kingdom and France, present significant coverage of local 

cases of corruption. 

In spite of some previously mentioned internal variations, these numbers express two different 

social and political frameworks and journalistic environments. In large part, these two environments 

reflect the data emerging from the last Transparency International survey, which are not too 

different from the data of the period of our investigation; corruption is perceived as being much less 

widespread in France and the United Kingdom than in all the other countries we investigated. 

Indeed, in the 2015 Transparency International ranking of corruption perception6, the United 

Kingdom is 10, France 23, Latvia 40, Hungary 50, Slovakia 51, Romania 58 and Italy 61. 

A combination of different data deriving from both our CACA and HACA study make clear these 

two different, more general pictures. Indeed, our data show that home corruption is not a dramatic 

problem for France and Great Britain, while for the press of these two nations, foreign countries are 

viewed as deeply affected by this “plague”, which is what corruption is often called in newspaper 

articles. The two established democracies often address corruption abroad much more frequently 

than “home” corruption; moreover, as our CACA study confirmed, a major focus seems to be 

placed on business actors and not national politicians and public officials except when they call for 

anti-corruption legislation. Many names of foreign leaders appear to be involved in cases of 

corruption. Corruption in sport is frequently addressed as well, mostly in the United Kingdom. 

Moreover, this country stands out for the almost complete absence of the local arena: just 0,8% of 

the articles investigated address cases of local corruption. This may reflect a much lower prevalence 

of corruptive behaviours, even at the level of local public administration, but it may also be affected 

by the fact that our selected newspapers are national and devote little attention to local news. 

Nevertheless, it should also be noted that even though we did not consider papers with local 

circulation in the other countries, cases of local corruption still appeared very frequently. 

In what we call “new democracies”, corruption is mainly a national problem affecting internal 

politics and public administration. Indeed, home politicians and public administrators, as CACA 

analysis already suggested, are among the most quoted actors within articles dealing with 

corruption. Except in Hungary, foreign countries that are not neighbours appear very rarely in these 

corruption articles. 

                                                
6 Source: http://www.transparency.org/. 
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There are several possible explanations for these findings: first of all, one can assume that 

corruption is actually less widespread in France and Great Britain, even if precise data do not exist 

to support this. On the index of public integrity proposed by Alina Mungiu Pippidi (2015), the 

United Kingdom and France score much better than the other countries investigated in this report. 

Print press reflects the reality that corruption is lower than in other countries. 

Ethnocentrism is another possible explanation. There is no doubt that both Great Britain and France 

have a well-rooted legacy of public administration ethos deriving from specific education and 

training programmes and a more extensive civil service tradition that embraces many sectors of 

community life (Horton, 2006; Heywood, 2012). This legacy prevents the spread of corruptive 

behaviour and, very likely, also has some influence on journalists who perceive national public 

administration as almost immune to corruption and, in any case, more trustworthy and honest than 

that of other countries. Quite often, this perception of “distance” from corruptive behaviour, mostly 

in the British press, includes political figures as well, even though data on trust in political 

institutions in the two analysed established democracies are much lower than trust in other 

institutions and are continuing to decrease7. Some sort of ethnocentrism rooted in the history of 

both countries addresses the coverage of corruption, which is mainly treated as a problem for 

foreign countries because these established democracies view themselves as “more ethical” than 

other nations. 

There are other reasons as well: as we wrote in the United Kingdom CACA report, London is the 

seat of a very important stock exchange where many different international corporations operate 

and are listed. The city of London itself is an important financial market worldwide, and the 

attention on foreign markets and international exchanges deeply affects the coverage of corruption. 

Indeed, two of the British newspapers that we have analysed have a large foreign circulation. Both 

The Financial Times and The Guardian address worldwide elites, and The Financial Times is 

certainly the most respected European business paper with an important place among Brussels-

based officials and journalists. In some ways, the coverage of The Financial Times, and to a lesser 

degree The Guardian, may address the choices of many investors worldwide. The attention devoted 

to the level and the cases of corruption abroad represents an important part of this function of 

orientation and consultation. 

Even if at lower level, the French press also has an important international dimension. Le Monde 

especially has a reputation that goes well beyond national borders. Its supplement, Le Monde 

Diplomatique, is obligatory reading for all those acting in different international arenas. Moreover, 

French foreign activities are very well developed, embracing fields that are not limited to business 

                                                
7 See in this regard: http://ec.europa.eu/COMMFrontOffice/PublicOpinion/. 
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(see in particular the French economic, cultural and military interests in Northern Africa). All of 

this may well explain the large coverage devoted to international corruption and corruption in 

foreign countries in the French press. 

None of the other countries that we studied are connected to such a large and important inter-

national network, and therefore the interests of the potential newspaper readership remain mostly 

limited to national affairs or to the affairs of neighbouring countries. Additionally, no newspapers 

from what we called “new democracies” reach the international circulation of the British and 

French papers, which are able to affect foreign-relevant readerships. The observed larger interest 

towards national and local corruption in Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Romania and Slovakia may derive 

from a higher level of corruption than in France and the United Kingdom, but it may also be 

affected by the international position of the country and the circulation of the analysed newspapers.  

A combination of different reasons pertaining to both the more general social, economic, and 

political context and the structures and the routines of professional journalism seem to affect the 

coverage of corruption, which determines the two possible country aggregations that have been 

suggested here. 

 
3. Petty and grand corruption 
 

Among the data we collected, there is a very specific point that illustrates important aspects of news 

media coverage of corruption: the almost complete absence of coverage of petty corruption. Indeed, 

the reference to specific newspaper readerships already mentioned in the previous section may help 

in explaining other editorial choices: most of the analysed articles in the investigated countries 

address grand corruption (corruption involving large amounts of money and important social, 

political and business figures) leaving aside so-called “petty corruption” (corruption involving small 

amounts of money and “men of the street” actors). Just 6,4% of all the sampled articles address 

petty corruption. 

In this case too, we cannot assume that petty corruption is not widespread in the analysed countries. 

Rather, departing from our data, we can state that, with some differences among them that will be 

highlighted in the following pages, the observed newspapers devote very little attention to petty 

corruption.  

Print press readership (with the exception of tabloid and sport press) is usually educated, at least 

more educated than television consumers. Those who read newspapers are usually part of the elite 

and have a higher level of education, interest in the life of the community and in business; 

corruption in politics, public administration and business is important part of their interests. In fact, 

often members of this elite are at the same time readers and even sources for the stories of the print 
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press. Moreover, grand corruption favours a political instrumentalization of the coverage because 

grand corruption is primarily linked to politics, political actors and public administrators and, 

therefore, cases of corruption may become important occasions for political struggle. We can 

assume that other news media (e.g., television) with a larger and less educated consumer base may 

devote greater attention than the print press to petty corruption, particularly in types of 

transmissions beyond daily newscasts, but we do not have data to support this. 

 

Figure 2: Coverage of petty corruption by country (%) 
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activities, wholesale and retail trade, education, that may involve the “men of street”, who are the 

assumed readers of tabloid press, more frequently. These news stories might focus, for example, on 

doctors claiming additional money for health assistance, hospitals that do not provide the expected 

assistance, policemen open to bribery, professors willing to receive gifts, etc. 

 

Figure 3: Coverage of Petty corruption by media typology (%) 

 
 

Figure 4: Coverage of petty corruption by sector (%) 
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4. National peculiarities 

 
The collected HACA data also shows some very specific national peculiarities. These refer to 

different thematic choices as well as journalistic habits and procedures.  

 

Table 1: Involved sectors in corruption cases by country (%) 

 
Italy UK France Slovakia Hungary Latvia Romania Total 

Construction and real estate 
activities 11,8 6,4 6,1 10,7 13,9 4,1 6,2 9,4 

Sport 3,2 18,2 3,9 11,3 2,8 1,1 9,7 6,2 

Manufacturing 3,0 5,9 12,0 4,7 3,6 1,5 1,2 4,2 

Electricity and gas supply 1,5 2,0 1,4 1,5 2,1 1,2 1,2 1,6 

Education 2,7 0,6 0,7 1,7 1,9 1,4 3,9 1,8 
Financial and insurance 
activities 1,6 6,8 4,7 2,0 8,8 0,8 1,2 4,0 

Professional, scientific and 
technical activities 2,5 1,2 0,7 0,2 2,9 0,5 0,8 1,6 

Human health and social 
work activities 10,1 1,5 0,4 6,5 2,5 4,1 1,2 4,8 

Information and 
communication 2,7 5,0 3,4 2,1 3,4 1,2 0,4 2,8 

Public administration and 
defence 32,6 28,3 38,8 26,3 17,1 44,8 38,2 30,7 

Parties’ political activities 4,9 5,4 6,6 5,5 5,0 19,8 2,7 7,6 

Other 7,4 4,2 2,0 4,7 15,1 1,1 4,6 6,6 
Not applicable/Not possible 
to determine 15,9 14,7 19,2 22,7 20,9 18,4 29,0 18,7 

Total 100,0 
(1772) 

100,0 
(1030) 

100,0 
(557) 

100,0 
(867) 

100,0 
(1447) 

100,0 
(1148) 

100,0 
(259) 

100,0 
(7080) 

 

Table 1 shows that significant attention to corruption in public administration is particularly im-

portant in Latvia, France, Romania and Italy. In this last country, there are also many news articles 

devoted to corruption in human health and social work activity and education. 

The coverage of corruption in sport appears to be very frequent in the United Kingdom, Slovakia 

and Romania (Table 1). In these last countries, important cases of corruption involving sport actors 

took place: in Romania many articles have been devoted to the cases involving Georghe Popescu, 

an ex-football player, and the Becali brothers, football agents; additionally, the scandal involving 

the Steaua football team is also frequently mentioned. In Slovakia, the tabloid paper Novy Cas in 

particular devotes significant space to corruption in sport. The news media could not neglect these 

cases even though they appear to be outside the usual domain of corruption behaviours (politics, 

public administration, etc.). At the same time, the large attention devoted to corruption in sport may 

derive from nationally based journalistic habits and routines and from the importance of tabloid 

papers that, usually, devote more coverage to corruption in sport than the business and quality 
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newspapers (Table 2). As to the data on the coverage of corruption, it should be noted that some 

business/financial newspapers (e.g., Les Echos) do not devote any news stories to sport. 

 

Table 2: Involved sectors in corruption cases by news media typology (%)8 

  Business Tabloid Quality newspapers Total 
Construction and real estate activities 10,0 7,4 9,4 9,4 
Sport 3,3 24,9 5,7 6,2 
Manufacturing 8,3 1,9 3,2 4,2 
Electricity and gas supply 2,3 1,1 1,5 1,6 
Education 0,8 1,9 2,0 1,8 
Financial and insurance activities 6,5 2,9 3,4 4,0 
Professional, scientific and technical activities 1,8 0,8 1,6 1,6 
Human health and social work activities 3,5 0,8 5,4 4,8 

Information and communication 3,5 1,6 2,7 2,8 
Public administration and defence 24,8 29,7 32,4 30,7 
Parties’ political activities 6,0 4,8 8,2 7,6 
Other 7,9 5,8 6,4 6,6 
Not applicable/Not possible to determine 21,3 16,4 18,2 18,7 

Total 100,0 
(1437) 

100,0 
(377) 

100,0 
(5266) 

100,0 
(7080) 

 

The British attention to sport depends on the choices of the tabloid, The Sun, and The Times but 

also, at least in part, of those of newspapers with a large international circulation, such as The 

Financial Times and The Guardian that usually pay attention to international corruption and 

corruption abroad. See in this regard the case of FIFA, which has been involved in several 

corruption cases, including the choice of the world championship seat; several countries have been 

involved in these scandals. Joseph Blatter was implied in a corruption scandal with the Caribbean 

Football Federation, while Bernie Ecclestone was charged with corrupt exchanges with the German 

banker Gribkowsky. These cases take place in the international arena, have many international 

consequences and many important international figures are involved. These cases demonstrate that 

the structure of the news media market and the particular readership that each newspaper addresses 

may have an important place in determining different representations of corruption. 

Another nationally specific peculiarity regards the coverage of embezzlement, which is especially 

important in Italy and even more so in Hungary.  

 

 

 

                                                
8 As to the used codebook this table refers just to the main sector without considering the second sector. 
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Table 3: Main type of corruption cases by country (%)9 

 Italy UK France Slovakia Hungary Latvia Romania Total 
Bribery, bribe, kickback, pay 
off 43,4 50,0 43,6 41,2 18,4 29,3 56,8 37,2 

Embezzlement 8,9 6,2 5,0 2,7 45,8 2,4 4,2 13,8 
Illegal financing to political 
parties 1,9 0,5 2,7 1,5 0,9 7,6 0,4 2,4 

Solicitation, extortion 16,6 2,2 0,7 3,2 1,1 0,3 0,8 5,2 
Abuse of discretion, of power, 
of office 2,0 2,5 4,8 4,3 6,2 5,2 7,7 4,2 

Collusion, bid rigging, cartel 2,1 6,9 5,9 0,9 1,2 0,3 1,5 2,5 
Clientelism, cronyism, 
nepotism, familism, ... 6,7 4,9 12,0 13,4 6,8 3,2 1,9 6,9 

Revolving door 0,1 0,2 - - 0,3 0,3 - 0,2 
Conflict of interest 0,3 0,5 0,4 5,2 0,2 4,1 1,9 1,6 
Fraud 3,8 9,2 4,1 2,7 4,8 0,8 0,4 4,1 
Corruption in general 13,9 13,9 20,6 23,1 10,9 26,1 11,6 16,8 
Other - 1,1 - 0,1 1,5 2,9 0,4 1,0 
Abuse of public resources - - - - - 1,4 - 0,2 
Wrong asset/income 
declaration - - - - - 0,9 - 0,1 

Living beyond one’s means - - - - - 0,5 - 0,1 
Not applicable/Not possible to 
determine 0,3 1,9 - 1,8 2,1 14,6 12,4 3,8 

Total 100,0 
(1772) 

100,0 
(1030) 

100,0 
(557) 

100,0 
(867) 

100,0 
(1447) 

100,0 
(1148) 

100,0 
(259) 

100,0 
(7080) 

 
In Italy, solicitation is a specific crime under Italian law,10 and in our period of investigation, it is 

mainly linked to Berlusconi and his pressure on the police to free the “famous” underage Ruby, 

who was arrested for theft. As for embezzlement, in recent years, there have been several cases of 

local administrators who have been accused of illegally using public funds. From the local level, 

where these accusations mostly took place, they have grown to become important national cases 

raising long-lasting and often furious debates within which partisan newspapers have held an 

important place.  

In Hungary, embezzlement appears frequently in print press coverage because there have been so 

many important cases, such as the Kulcsar case. 

Table 3 also shows the large coverage of clientelism in France and in Slovakia. The case involving 

Sarkozy and his son, who was supposed to be appointed as head of a development agency in Paris, 

may explain the large coverage devoted to clientelism in France compared to other countries 

because the case was often debated in the news media.  

                                                
9 As to the used codebook this table refers just to the main type of corruption withount considering the second and third. 
10 It has to be noted that the Italian study used ten keywords instead of nine since “solicitation” is considered a specific 
crime in the Italian legal system different from other corruptive behaviors. 
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Most of the articles that we have analysed focus on single cases of corruption (Table 4). It is the 

single case and/or the single actor that usually becomes the privileged topic of corruption coverage. 

Approximately 74% of all the selected stories are of this type, and in all the observed countries this 

seems to be the leading rule for the coverage of corruption. This is obvious if one assumes that the 

framework of the agent/client relationship is the dominant logic of the corruption exchange (Szanto, 

Toth, Varga, 2012). At the same time, the focus on single cases responds to other objectives as well. 

First, it responds to the well-rooted journalistic logic of focusing on the unexpected and rules 

violation: the agent and client break the existing law and the supposed expectations of public 

interest. The watchdog function of the print press is also in practice here: news media monitor those 

behaviours that seem to contrast with public interests that they are supposed to represent. However, 

the focus on single cases and tables is also an opportunity to construct an appealing story, “the 

scandal”, for a wide audience. Indeed, the idea of the scandal implies that a behaviour involving the 

transgression of certain norms by specific persons, whose reputation is therefore damaged, is made 

public and gives rise to public disapproval (Thompson, 2000). The construction of a scandal 

therefore implies a direct reference 1) to a specific case, 2) to a specific person, and 3) stressing 

how these have broken the expected values, norms or ethical codes. Very often, the scandal-

oriented attitude is also the best instrument for entering the political arena by personalizing the 

struggle and attacking competitors and adversaries. In many cases, news media instrumentalization 

is embodied in this type of coverage.  

This mixture of objectives seems to direct news media attention regarding corruption in all the 

investigated countries. 

 
Table 4: Main topic of articles by country (%) 

 Italy UK France Slovakia Hungary Latvia Romania Total 
A case (or some cases) of 
corruption 77,3 72,4 74,1 72,0 83,4 54,9 86,1 73,6 

The corruption as a general 
phenomenon 10,8 17,7 17,2 11,9 9,4 17,8 11,2 13,3 

Anticorruption, regulation law 
or anticorruption national 
authorities’ activities 

11,3 6,6 5,2 11,1 3,6 24,9 1,2 10,4 

Anticorruption activities by 
citizens, NGO.... 0,6 3,2 3,1 4,6 2,3 2,4 0,4 2,3 

Other - - - - 1,1 - - 0,2 
Not applicable/Not possible to 
determine - 0,1 0,4 0,5 0,1 - 1,2 0,2 

Total 100,0 
(1772) 

100,0 
(1030) 

100,0 
(557) 

100,0 
(867) 

100,0 
(1447) 

100,0 
(1148) 

100,0 
(259) 

100,0 
(7080) 

 

We can observe that in the United Kingdom, France and Latvia, there are many articles offering a 

more general view of corruption; their number is higher than in other countries. Does this imply a 
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less “scandal-oriented attitude”? Does this imply a lesser level of “news media instrumentali-

zation”? The answer is dubious. In fact, major attention to “corruption as a general phenomenon” 

does not imply, as Table 4 shows, a decrease in the attention to single cases of corruption. Indeed, 

in two countries, France and the United Kingdom, the attention to single cases remains high, while 

only in Latvia is there a decrease in the attention to single cases. The Hungarian news media seem 

particularly attracted to scandal with a very high attention to single cases. As we have observed, this 

is also one of the countries in which petty corruption is more frequently covered. 

The specific focus of the French and British newspapers (their greater attention than papers in other 

countries to “corruption in general”) is linked to the arena they usually favour. Indeed, as we have 

observed, they are very interested in international corruption and corruption abroad. In stories on 

foreign topics, both British and French papers often tend to report on the general level of corruption 

in the country on which they are focusing. They cover this because of the pervasiveness of their 

national interests and that of their readers who understand the situation abroad mostly in relation to 

their own investments or other interests. In this case, specific British and French coverage of 

corruption also depends on the structure of the national media market and how their working 

procedures affect the topics of their news coverage. 

The approval of a new anti-corruption law receives significant attention in the Latvian print press, 

much as it would in Italy and in Slovakia. The journalistic coverage in this last country also often 

focuses on the anti-corruption activities of citizens and NGOs, much as it does in the United 

Kingdom. These last findings seem to suggest that in these two countries, the United Kingdom and 

Slovakia, there are important initiatives in civil society that are able to address the coverage of 

corruption. The Slovak findings are in line with what Alexandru Grigorescu noticed in most of the 

Central Eastern European countries where a so-called “eruption” of news on corruption followed an 

increase in the activity of NGOs trying to curb corruption (Grigorescu, 2006). Civil society has a 

much longer and well-established tradition in the United Kingdom where a large number of 

organizations play an important role in influencing debate in the public sphere and the 

professionalization of political life (Hilton, et al., 2013). This may explain why an important part of 

the coverage of corruption and anti-corruption stories addresses “anticorruption activities by 

citizens and NGOs”. 

 
5. Journalistic procedures and routines: what is the place of investigative journalism? 

 
The few existing studies on the coverage of corruption (Shea, 1999; Brunetti and Weder 2003; 

Stanig 2015) make a major assumption: journalism may have an important role in the struggle 
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against corruption. In particular, investigative journalism may reveal cases in which “public virtue” 

(Ettema – Glasser, 1998) has been rejected and private interests have prevailed over public ones. 

Our study reveals that, in most cases, journalism seems to play a minor role in curbing corruption. 

Indeed, we observe that the principal source for the coverage of corruption derives from “judicial 

activity” (Table 5). 

 
Table 5: News article impetus by country (%) 

 Italy UK France Slovakia Hungary Latvia Romania Total 
Publication of phone tapping or 
similar 2,7 1,7 1,1 3,3 1,4 - 3,1 1,8 

Judicial activities 59,0 38,3 57,8 39,2 53,4 28,6 68,0 47,7 
End of imprisonment for a person 
judged for corruption 0,9 0,6 1,6 0,7 0,4 - 0,8 0,6 

Statement/interview 11,9 13,7 12,6 17,1 11,1 10,3 9,7 12,3 
Publication of data/studies/reports 
about corruption 3,6 2,1 12,2 3,9 4,6 3,3 3,1 4,2 

Journalistic investigation 2,1 5,1 1,1 10,4 7,0 7,0 5,8 5,4 

Anti-corruption law 9,9 5,2 3,2 8,4 1,9 10,0 1,9 6,6 

Anticorruption agencies’ activities 0,3 10,7 3,4 5,0 1,7 14,5 2,3 5,3 

Other 1,1 5,9 1,1 3,3 16,9 14,5 0,8 7,5 

Political/electoralevents/debate 1,1 4,9 2,2 1,3 - 6,7 - 2,4 

Resignation/Dismissal 0,6 2,0 2,3 0,7 - - - 0,7 
Other negative consequences for a 
person/company/institution/country 
linked to corruption 

- - - - - 2,3 - 0,4 

Appeal - - - 0,3 - - - 0,0 
Not applicable/Not possible to 
determine 6,8 9,6 1,4 6,3 1,7 2,8 4,6 5,0 

Total 100,0 
(1772) 

100,0 
(1030) 

100,0 
(557) 

100,0 
(867) 

100,0 
(1447) 

100,0 
(1148) 

100,0 
(259) 

100,0 
(7080) 

 

In all our countries, it is the judiciary that triggers news on corruption and related topics. More than 

48% of all the observed articles derive from initiatives taken by the different levels of the judicial 

systems. It is likely that the high number of references to the judiciary has to do with the length of 

the judicial process itself and its different phases. Differences among the countries emerge as well: 

Romania is the country in which the judiciary seems (at least from the journalistic representation) to 

trigger the most news about corruption. Italy follows, then France. We can also observe that 

judiciary investigations frequently become an occasion for news media instrumentalization: 

occasions for attacking competitors and entering into the political arena. By contrast, the judiciary 

seems less important in Latvia and Slovakia. In fact, as mentioned, journalistic investigation in 

Slovakia seems to play a major role in articles dealing with corruption mostly because of the 

initiatives of the paper SME. 
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Figure 5 illustrates an interesting finding: in the UK and France, it is foreign and international 

judicial investigations (with very minor roles for national and locally focused investigations) that 

trigger news stories, while in Italy, it is mainly local and national investigations that are important 

to the print press. There appears to be a similar situation in Hungary, Slovakia and Romania, where 

national judicial investigations are much more important than local ones.  

 

Figure 5: Judiciary activities impetus by country and by arena (%) 

 

In Latvia and the United Kingdom, it is the activity of specific anticorruption agencies that triggers 

the news about corruption. In the United Kingdom, that agency is the SFO (Serious Fraud Office), 

an independent government department operating under the auspices of the attorney general that 

investigates several areas of crime, including corruption and bribery, related to foreign corporations 

listed on the London Stock Exchange. In Latvia, there are several anticorruption agencies, including 

KNAB, mostly referenced at the beginning of our period of investigation.  

The publication of wiretaps is particularly important in gaining journalistic attention in Slovakia, 

Romania and Italy. In France, the publication of data, reports and studies seems to be particularly 

important in motivating journalists. 

These findings may be connected to both different journalistic routines and different social and 

political systems. We can assume that in countries where the judiciary is particularly relevant in 

affecting journalistic coverage, it has a major role in curbing corruption. Journalistic initiatives, on 

the other hand, are not as important in the struggle against corruption when they do not have a 

tradition of investigative journalism or autonomy from the political system and those in power who 

might be involved in corruption exchanges. By contrast, there is a relatively high prevalence of 
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investigative journalism in Slovakia and Latvia and therefore, we could assume that journalism 

plays an important role in the struggle against corruption. 

This last observation partially mitigates the thesis of Stetka and Ornerbring that found investigative 

journalism to be much less developed in Central Eastern European countries than in Western 

Europe (which is represented in our study by France and Great Britain) and, according to these 

authors, to be declining because of the crisis of the print press (Stetka – Ornerbring, 2013). 

The importance of the publication of wiretaps in triggering articles on corruption may be an 

important subject of discussion. In many cases, such as in Italy, the publication of telephone 

wiretaps is a hotly debated issue because the political system is in favour of some type of limitation 

on the use of telephone wiretaps by journalists. Indeed, wiretaps, as in many other countries, are 

often objects of dubious exchanges and are sometimes leaked to the press to attack competitors as 

part of the well-known practice of blackmail and kompromat, highlighting important networks of 

personal relationships between political actors, businessmen and journalists (Krstic, forthcoming). 

Different reporting styles also emerge from our data. Obviously in all the observed countries, 

corruption is mostly treated in “news articles” (Table 6), or articles that only or primarily report 

cases and situations in which corruption occurred. 

 

Table 6: Main type of the articles by country (%) 

 Italy UK France Slovakia Hungary Latvia Romania Total 

News article 67,9 72,3 75,3 56,9 84,4 51,5 50,9 68,6 

Editorial, commentary... 11,6 16,6 12,5 20,3 7,0 13,3 21,7 13,3 

Journalistic investigation 0,4 0,4 0,6 2,0 1,3 2,9 5,0 1,3 

Interview 4,8 1,2 2,4 8,3 2,9 5,7 4,5 4,0 

Short text, ... 12,7 7,2 8,8 10,3 2,6 19,8 17,0 10,2 

Letters to editor 2,3 1,9 0,4 1,2 0,3 1,1 - 1,2 

Satirical articles 0,3 0,2 - 0,1 1,1 1,1 0,4 0,5 

Other 0,1 0,2 - 0,3 0,3 0,5 0,5 0,2 

Digest of opinions/facts - - - - - 2,5 - 0,3 

Feature - - - - - 1,3 - 0,2 

Political document - - - - - 0,4 - 0,0 
Portrait of someone (e.g. 
businessman) - - - 0,4 - - - 0,0 

Survey of the newspaper or 
poll - - - 0,2 - - - 0,0 

Total 100,0 
(2952) 

100,0 
(2143) 

100,0 
(1477) 

100,0 
(1446) 

100,0 
(2488) 

100,0 
(1678) 

100,0 
(558) 

100,0 
(12742) 

 

Nevertheless, in the Romanian and Slovak press, corruption is more frequently discussed through 

editorials and commentary (Romania is also the country with the smallest number of “news 
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articles”) while in Latvia, partially due to the small number of pages in the newspapers, corruption 

is more often the subject of short articles. Interviews are often used in the Slovak press.  

Relevant differences (as well as important similarities) emerge if, abandoning the distinctions 

between countries, we compare the different types of newspapers that we selected (tabloid, 

business/financial and quality/general papers). In particular, distinct approaches to corruption 

clearly emerge in the comparison between business and tabloid papers. Business papers focus 

mainly on foreign/international corruption and corruption in business (Figure 6). 

 

Figure 6: Main event arena by news media typology (%) 

 
 

They are inclined to offer, mainly through “news reporting” (Table 7), a representation of 

corruption as a widespread and usual behaviour (Figure 7). They are not so much interested in 

single cases; rather, they focus on general descriptions and on anti-corruption law (Table 8). 

This specific representation of corruption fits perfectly with well-known characterizations of 

business papers: they use a news reporting style that, most of the time, is very direct and harsh. 

They mainly describe events and situations; they provide data and documents; they inform on new 

legislation. Primarily addressing a community of investors, they pay particular attention to 

international and foreign markets to inform their readers less about single cases of corruption and 

more about the general situation of the countries where they could invest their resources. 

Obviously, the sector of financial and business exchanges is their main area of interest. They also 

pay attention to all of the legislative interventions in the area of business (anti-corruption laws) that 

might affect the interests of their readers. 
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Table 7: Main type of the articles by news media typology (%) 
 Business Tabloid Quality newspapers Total 

 

News article 74,5 69,4 66,8 68,6 

Editorial, commentary ... 11,4 9,8 14,1 13,3 

Journalistic investigation 1,6 1,4 1,2 1,3 

Interview 3,7 2,1 4,3 4,0 

Short text, ... 7,4 16,5 10,6 10,2 

Letters to editor 0,6 0,6 1,4 1,2 

Satirical articles 0,2 0,2 0,6 0,5 

Other 0,1 - 0,3 0,2 

Digest of opinions/facts 0,1 - 0,4 0,3 

Feature 0,0 - 0,2 0,2 

Politicaldocument - - 0,1 0,0 

Portrait of someone (e.g. businessman) 0,2 - 0,0 0,0 

Survey of the newspaper or poll 0,1 - - 0,0 

Total 100,0 
(2726) 

100,0 
(625) 

100,0 
(9391) 

100,0 
(12742) 

 

 
Figure 7: Frame of corruption cases by news media typology (%) 
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Table 8: Main topic of articles by news media typology (%) 

 Business Tabloid Quality newspapers Total 

 

A case (or some cases) of corruption 69,0 83,0 74,2 73,6 

The corruption as a general phenomenon 15,0 10,3 13,1 13,3 

Anticorruption, regulation law or anticorruption 
national authorities' activities 13,6 2,7 10,1 10,4 

Anticorruption activities by citizens, NGO.... 2,2 2,9 2,3 2,3 

Other 0,3 0,5 0,2 0,2 

Not applicable/Not possible to determine 0,1 0,5 0,2 0,2 

Total 100,0 
(1437) 

100,0 
(377) 

100,0 
(5266) 

100,0 
(7080) 

 
Tabloid papers offer a very different representation of corruption. Like the business papers, tabloids 

also have fewer editorials and commentaries than quality/general newspapers11 (Table 7). Their 

language is very simple and direct; they are organized mainly in short articles. The Sun, from the 

United Kingdom, is the best example of this sort of universal model of popular press. Tabloid 

papers have a more “scandalistic” orientation towards corruption: they focus on single cases, 

mainly involving bribes, kickbacks, or embezzlement. To reinforce this “scandalistic” focus, these 

cases are mostly presented, more than in other types of newspapers, as unusual and exceptional 

ones (Figure 7) that are born out of judicial investigation or wiretapping. As we know from very 

recent cases (e.g., News of The World), the use of wiretaps is a common behaviour for tabloid 

papers that are always looking for scoops and scandals that tapping phones may reveal. 

It may appear strange, but the observed tabloid papers devote particular attention to international 

corruption (Figure 6) despite existing studies that view them as very “parochial” in their content 

(Golding – McLachlan, 1998). There are explanations for this: first, tabloids are more interested in 

sport than other types of papers and thus they have covered cases of corruption in sport that, in the 

considered period, have been largely international: FIFA, Blatter, Formula 1 and Ecclestone, etc. 

If these “exciting” cases of corruption characterize tabloid papers, by contrast, they hardly carry any 

stories regarding anti-corruption law and anti-corruption agencies, topics that imply a high level of 

political socialization and interest in the life of the community. 

Quality/general newspapers seem to have a less pronounced specific character. Their major 

characterization with regard to this study is their focus on cases of political corruption and local 

cases of corruption. Indeed, these papers are, more than the others, devoted to political debate and 

struggle. They have a more rooted political affiliation, and corruption is very frequently part of their 

interaction with public opinion.  

 
                                                
11 Unlike the other business papers, the French Les Echos has a large number of editorials. 
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Political affiliation does not appear to be a distinguishing dimension. In other words, from our 

study, leftist and rightist newspapers do not emerge with precise and contrasting characterizations 

to be placed within a coherent, homogeneous picture. This does not mean that the partisan press 

does not have a partisan attitude towards corruption; rather, structural features and journalistic 

routines that seem to dramatically distinguish leftist and rightist papers do not emerge in a clear 

way when addressing this topic. 

Nevertheless, minor and specific characterizations exist. Leftist newspapers seem to depend largely 

on judicial investigations (Table 9), probably due to the long-lasting campaigns (focused on solici-

tation) that the Italian, leftist la Repubblica has carried out against Berlusconi. Articles about the 

judicial investigations that have involved his name may affect the total number of cases in this 

regard. 

A more general finding addresses the coverage of embezzlement that appears frequently in news-

papers that have some type of political affiliation with either the left or the right (Table 10). 

 

Table 9: News articles impetus by newspaper’s political affiliation (%) 
 Centre-

left 
Centre-

right Centre Total 

 

Publication of phone tapping or similar 1,9 1,7 1,8 1,8 

Judicial activities 50,2 46,6 46,8 47,7 
End of imprisonment for a person judged for corruption 0,9 0,6 0,4 0,6 

Statement/interview 13,5 12,8 10,7 12,3 
Publication of data/studies/reports about corruption 4,5 3,0 5,3 4,2 

Journalistic investigation 5,0 7,2 3,7 5,4 
Anti-corruption law 4,8 5,4 9,7 6,6 

Anti-corruption agencies’ activities 3,1 6,3 6,2 5,3 
Other 6,7 8,7 6,8 7,5 

Political/electoral events/debate 1,9 2,1 3,1 2,4 
Resignation/Dismissal 0,8 0,5 0,9 0,7 
Other negative consequences for a 
person/company/institution/country linked to corruption - 0,5 0,5 0,4 

Appeal 0,1 - - 0,0 

Not applicable/Not possible to determine 6,4 4,6 4,0 5,0 

Total 100,0 
(2115) 

100,0 
(2658) 

100,0 
(2307) 

100,0 
(7080) 
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Table 10: Main type of corruption cases by newspaper’s political affiliation (%)12 
 Centre-left Centre-

right Centre Total 

 

Bribery, bribe, kickback, pay off 36,3 34,7 40,9 37,2 

Embezzlement 16,9 17,1 7,0 13,8 
Illegal financing to political parties 1,1 2,6 3,3 2,4 

Solicitation, extortion 7,4 3,3 5,5 5,2 
Abuse of discretion, of power, of office 4,3 4,5 3,6 4,2 

Collusion, bidrigging, cartel 3,2 1,8 2,6 2,5 
Clientelism, cronyism, nepotism, familism,... 9,4 6,6 5,1 6,9 

Revolving door 0,0 0,3 0,1 0,2 
Conflict of interest 0,7 1,9 2,1 1,6 

Fraud 4,3 4,1 3,8 4,1 
Corruption in general 13,9 17,2 19,1 16,8 

Other 0,9 1,2 0,8 1,0 
Abuse of public resources - 0,3 0,3 0,2 

Wrong asset/income declaration - 0,1 0,3 0,1 
Living beyond one’s means - 0,1 0,2 0,1 

Not applicable/Not possible to determine 1,6 4,4 5,3 3,8 

Total 100,0 
(2115) 

100,0 
(2658) 

100,0 
(2307) 

100,0 
(7080) 

 

Indeed, embezzlement primarily involves the area of public administration strictly connected to 

politics and, in some countries, is legally defined as a specific crime. Cases of embezzlement can 

therefore be used to enter into the political arena and attack competitors and adversaries or defend 

closely connected politicians. Embezzlement is a good occasion for news media instrumentali-

zation. 

 

6. Different representations of corruption from Multiple Correspondence Analysis 

 
To explore and summarize the relationships between more than two variables, as was conducted in 

the previous pages, we carried out a Multiple Correspondence Analysis (MCA) using SPAD 

software. This type of technique allows the simultaneous analysis of a set of categorical variables, 

reducing them to a lower number of dimensions called factors (those that emerge from a 

combination of the variables taken into account).  

In MCA, we can distinguish two different types of categorical variables: the active variables, which 

contribute directly to the formation of factors, and the supplementary or illustrative variables, 

which do not contribute to the construction of the factors but are useful to improve the 

interpretation of the factors (Di Franco, 2015). The active categorical variables considered in the 
                                                
12 As to the used codebook his table refers just to the main type of corruption without considering the second and third. 
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following analysis are a total of 9 variables and 47 associated categories, which were recoded as 

follows: 

1. Type of news article (News article/ Editorial, commentary.../ Journalistic investigation/ 

Interview/ Short text, .../ Other type of news art); 

2. Main event arena (International/ Foreign country/ National/ Local/ Not applicable/ Not 

possible to determine); 

3. Country specified in case of foreign or international arena (Not present/ Present); 

4. Frame of Corruption (Frame not present/ A usual and recurring behaviour which is very 

widespread/ A specific, special, unusual deviation from an expected and correct behaviour); 

5. Main topic (A case or some cases of corruption/ The corruption as a general phenomenon/ 

Anticorruption, regulation law or anticorruption national authorities’ activities/ Anticorrup-

tion activities by citizens, NGO..../ Other); 

6. News article impetus (Not present/ Judicial activities/ Statement, interview/ Publication of 

data, studies, reports about corruption/ Journalistic investigation/ Anti-corruption law/ 

Anticorruption agencies’ activities/ Other); 

7. (in case of statement, interview) Who gives the statement, interview (Not present/ A political 

figure/ Another figure) 

8. Main type of corruption (Not present/ Bribery, bribe, kickback, pay off/ Embezzlement, 

abuse, fraud/ Solicitation, extortion/ Clientelism, cronyism, nepotism, familism,.../ 

Corruption in general/ Other); 

9. Sector (Not present/ Construction and real estate activities, Human health and social work 

activities/ Public administration and defence/ Parties’ political activities/ Financial and 

insurance activities Wholesale and retail trade/ Sport, Arts, entertainment and recreation/ 

Other) 

We then investigated how a set of illustrative categorical variables (7 variables and 55 associated 

categories) position themselves with respect to the extracted factors. These variables are: News-

paper’s Country (7); Name of the newspaper (28); Media typology (3); Political affiliation (3); Year 

(10); EU funds (2); and Petty corruption (2)13. 

After the extraction of these factors, we decided to go deeper into three, among the others, main 

emerging factors14. Each factor, summarized in each of the following tables (Tables 11, 13, 15), is 

composed of two half-planes, conventionally called positive and negative. The first part of each 

table contains a list of the categories of the active variables meaningfully associated with the 

                                                
13 We defined as illustrative (or supplementary) variables “EU funds” and “Petty corruption” because their frequencies 
are too low. 
14 The three main factors reproduce 20% of total inertia. 
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negative half-plane of the factor. The second part of each table illustrates the categories of the 

active variables associated with the positive half-plane of the factor. The middle area represents all 

other active categories that are not meaningfully associated with the factor; therefore, they were 

omitted in the following tables. 

The Test-value controls the significance of the association between a single category with the 

factor. In case of the negative half-plane, the lower values indicate a higher level of significance of 

the category in determining the factor; in case of the positive half-plane, the higher test-values are 

most important. 

 
Three major factors, as defined in the multiple correspondence analysis, seem to imply different 

representations of corruption. We can correlate the first factor with the journalistic format and in 

particular with the opposition between feature articles (general narration) vs news reporting. In 

feature articles, corruption is described as a situation that is usual and widespread. Such articles 

frequently derive from statements, interviews and publication of data treated within editorials and 

commentaries. Particular attention is devoted to anticorruption legislation (see Table 11). This 

particular coverage is more frequent in Latvia, especially in Diena, Latvijas Avize and NRA; in 

Slovakia in Hospodarske Noviny and Pravda; and Great Britain, particularly in The Guardian and 

The Financial Times. This type of coverage is particularly frequent in 2006 (Table 12).  

News reporting focused on single cases derives essentially from judicial activities, mostly related to 

local cases of corruption, particularly cases of embezzlement, bribery/kickbacks, solicitation and 

extortion in the areas of construction, real estate and human health. We find this particular news 

reporting mainly in all the national newspapers of Italy (with exception of the business paper Il Sole 

24 Ore), as well as in Hungary and Romania. More generally, this type of coverage is particularly 

common in the centre-leftist newspapers. Two specific years (2010 and 2013) have particularly 

prominent news reporting on corruption. 
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Table 11: Factor 1 by the active categories 

Variable label Category label Test-Value 

12. Main type of corruption Corruption in general -53,70 

9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: The corruption as a general phenomenon -49,33 

14. Sector Sector not present -44,60 
7. Frame: Corruption (the case of corruption) is 
framed as: 

A usual and recurring behavior which is 
very widespread -39,12 

11. News article impetus Statement/interview -36,52 

9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: Anticorruption regulation/law -34,48 
11b. If the article impetus is a statement/interview, 
who gives the statement/interview? A political figure -26,83 

11. News article impetus Anticorruption law -25,94 

4. Type of news article Editorial, commentary -24,36 
11b. If the article impetus is a statement/interview, 
who gives the statement/interview? Another figure -23,03 

4. Type of news article Interview -19,81 

11. News article impetus Publication of data/studies/reports about 
corruption -19,68 

M I D D L E   A R E A 

14. Sector Human health and social work activities 11,78 

12. Main type of corruption Solicitation, extortion 14,60 

5b. Country Country not present 15,37 

14. Sector Construction and real estate activities 19,48 

4. Type of news article News article 20,26 

12. Main type of corruption Bribery, bribe, kickback, pay off 24,05 

12. Main type of corruption Embezzlement + abuse of discretion/of 
power/of office 24,49 

7. Frame: Corruption (the case of corruption) is 
framed as: 

A specific/special/unusual deviation from 
an expected and correct behavior 
undertaken by single individuals (or a 
group of people) who break the rules 

29,23 

11b. If the article impetus is a statement/interview, 
who gives the statement/interview? q11b not present 36,52 

5. Main event arena Local 38,20 

11. News article impetus Judicial activities 61,22 

9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: A case (or some cases) of corruption 67,67 
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Table 12: Factor 1 by the supplementary categories 

Variable label Category label Test-Value 

Country Latvia -13,55 

2. Name of the newspaper Diena -8,45 

13. Petty corruption petty corruption no -8,10 

Country UK -7,10 

Country Slovakia -7,04 

2. Name of the newspaper Latvijas Avize -6,76 

2. Name of the newspaper NRA -6,42 

3a. Year 2006 -5,99 

2. Name of the newspaper Hospodàrske noviny -5,74 

2. Name of the newspaper Pravda -5,54 

2. Name of the newspaper The Financial Times -5,21 

media_typology Business -5,14 

2. Name of the newspaper The Guardian -4,85 

M I D D L E   A R E A 

5c. EU funds Eu Funds no 3,78 

Country Romania 4,13 

2. Name of the newspaper HVG 4,19 

political_affiliation Centre-left 4,96 

2. Name of the newspaper MNO 5,57 

3a. Year 2013 5,99 

2. Name of the newspaper il Giornale 6,29 

3a. Year 2010 6,33 

13. Petty corruption petty corr Yes 8,10 

Country Hungary 8,57 

2. Name of the newspaper la Repubblica 9,20 

2. Name of the newspaper Corriere della Sera 10,26 

Country Italy 13,87 

 

A second factor is embodied by the content and, more specifically, by the arena and the specific 

focus of the stories. Here we can distinguish between articles focusing on national arenas and 

articles focusing on international arenas. The first group of articles is centred on national arenas, 

particularly the approval of anti-corruption legislation and the activity of anticorruption agencies. 

Solicitation and extortion are the privileged topics of these articles (Table 13). They are particularly 

frequent in Latvia, especially in Djena Bizness, Diena and Latvijas Avize, and in all the Italian 

newspapers. There is also a certain frequency of these types of articles in Romania (Table 14). This 

particular coverage in Latvia and Italy appears to be linked to the approval of new, important anti-

corruption legislation and the debate it raises during the period under investigation. 
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Table 13: Factor 2 by the active categories 

Variable label Category label Test-Value 

5b. Country country not present -72,17 

5. Main event arena National -53,16 

9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: Anticorruption regulation/law -41,65 

11. News article impetus Anti-corruption law -33,40 

12. Main type of corruption main type of corruption not present -22,46 

5. Main event arena Local -17,92 
7. Frame: Corruption (the case of corruption) is 
framed as: Frame_not present -14,93 

12. Main type of corruption Solicitation, extortion -12,46 

11. News article impetus Anticorruption agencies’ activities -11,97 

4. Type of news article Other type of news article -10,77 

12. Main type of corruption Main type of corruption other -10,22 

14. Sector Human health and social work activities -8,76 

M I D D L E   A R E A 
11b. If the article impetus is a 
statement/interview, who gives the 
statement/interview? 

Another figure 10,45 

4. Type of news article News article 10,48 

11. News article impetus Publication of data/studies/reports about 
corruption 11,67 

9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: The corruption as a general phenomenon 14,98 
7. Frame: Corruption (the case of corruption) is 
framed as: 

A usual and recurring behavior which is very 
widespread 15,10 

9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: A case (or some cases) of corruption 15,79 

14. Sector 

Manufacturing, Electricity and gas supply + 
Water supply, Agriculture, forestry, fishing, 
Education+ Professional, scientific and 
technical activities, Information and 
communication 

17,88 

14. Sector Sport + Arts, entertainment and recreation 20,01 

12. Main type of corruption Bribery, bribe, kickback, pay off 22,17 

5. Main event arena International 34,44 

5. Main event arena Foreign country 56,50 

5b. Country Country present 72,17 

 

The international and foreign countries arenas feature a different reporting format that focuses 

mostly on the bribery/kickback in the sector of sport, water supply manufacturing, retail/trade, etc. 

Single cases, as well as corruption in general, are treated within news articles as usual and 

widespread behaviour. Often the impetus of the article derives from data publication (Table 13). 

This format is particularly widespread in the United Kingdom and France, appearing in most of 

their newspapers, starting with The Guardian, The Financial Times and The Times, as well as 

business papers. Attention to international cases of corruption in sport is common in the tabloid 
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papers and specifically in The Sun, though The Financial Times also devotes some attention to these 

cases, unlike other financial/business papers (Table 14).  

This factor strongly confirms the major attention that the British and French press devote to 

corruption abroad and to international corruption with specific ways of addressing related topics. 

This focus clearly distinguishes these two countries from the others we have investigated.  

 
Table 14: Factor 2 by the supplementary categories 

Variable label Category label Test-Value 
Country Latvia -23,46 
Country Italy -16,40 
2. Name of the newspaper Diena -15,34 
2. Name of the newspaper NRA -11,70 
2. Name of the newspaper la Repubblica -11,11 
media_typology Quality newspaper -9,33 
2. Name of the newspaper Dienas Bizness -8,11 
2. Name of the newspaper Latvijas Avize -7,71 
2. Name of the newspaper Corriere della Sera -7,00 
2. Name of the newspaper Il Sole 24 Ore -6,01 
political_affiliation No precise affiliation -4,79 
2. Name of the newspaper il Giornale -4,25 
Country Romania -3,94 

M I D D L E   A R E A 
2. Name of the newspaper The Sun 5,24 
media_typology Tabloid 5,35 
3a. Year 2013 5,58 
2. Name of the newspaper Ouest France 5,76 
media_typology Business 7,14 
2. Name of the newspaper Les Echos 8,59 
2. Name of the newspaper Le Figaro 12,97 
2. Name of the newspaper Le Monde 13,43 
2. Name of the newspaper The Times 14,62 
2. Name of the newspaper The Guardian 14,64 
2. Name of the newspaper The Financial Times 17,02 
Country France 21,87 
Country UK 28,57 

 

These findings are confirmed by a third factor that relates to both the format and the content of 

the articles and stresses the difference between articles that investigate anticorruption 

activities/legislation and articles reporting opinions on single cases. In other words, in this case, 

the opposition is between laws and opinions. The first group of articles stress the adoption and 

necessity of anti-corruption legislation, mostly abroad, based on the publication of data. An 

opposite group of articles derives from interviews with politicians and other figures that focus on 
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local and national cases, mostly in the sector of construction and real estate. Clientelism and 

cronyism are frequently mentioned (Table 15).  

The first group of articles appear particularly in Latvia, the United Kingdom and France and 

generally in business papers and papers with no precise political affiliation. The second group 

appears primarily in Italian newspapers (with the exception of Il Sole 24 Ore), Hungary and 

Slovakia. Most of these articles were published in 2009 and 2005, particularly in centre-left 

newspapers (Table 16).  

 

Table 15: Factor 3 by the active categories 

Variable label Category label Test-Value 
11b. If the article impetus is a 
statement/interview, who gives the 
statement/interview? 

q11b not present -68,70 

11. News article impetus Anti-corruption law -30,50 
9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: Anticorruption regulation/law -28,43 
5b. Country Country present -23,16 
11. News article impetus Anticorruption agencies’ activities -22,25 
5. Main event arena Foreign country -16,61 
14. Sector Sector not present -14,94 
11. News article impetus Other -14,56 
12. Main type of corruption Corruption in general -13,24 
5. Main event arena International -13,15 

9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: Anticorruption activities by citizens, NGO, 
civil society, etc. -12,29 

11. News article impetus Publication of data/studies/reports about 
corruption -12,26 

M I D D L E   A R E A 
5. Main event arena National 7,00 
9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: The corruption as a general phenomenon 7,26 

7. Frame: Corruption (the case of corruption) is 
framed as: 

A specific/special/unusual deviation from an 
expected and correct behavior undertaken by 
single individuals (or a group of people) who 
break the rules 

7,85 

14. Sector Construction and real estate activities 9,11 

12. Main type of corruption 
Clientelism, cronyism, nepotism, familism, 
favouritism, intercession, political 
clientelism 

14,96 

5. Main event arena Local 17,42 
9. Main topic: The article is mainly about: A case (or some cases) of corruption 18,64 
5b. Country Country not present 23,16 
4. Type of news article Interview 28,39 
11b. If the article impetus is a 
statement/interview, who gives the 
statement/interview? 

Another figure 45,37 

11b. If the article impetus is a 
statement/interview, who gives the 
statement/interview? 

A political figure 48,50 

11. News article impetus  Statement/interview 68,70 
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Table 16: Factor 3 by the supplementary categories 

Variable label Category label Test-Value 
Country Latvia -8,98 
Country UK -8,96 
media_typology Business -6,81 
2. Name of the newspaper The Financial Times -6,65 
political_affiliation No precise affiliation -6,11 
2. Name of the newspaper Diena -5,74 
Country France -4,86 
2. Name of the newspaper The Times -4,66 
2. Name of the newspaper The Guardian -4,14 
2. Name of the newspaper Il Sole 24 Ore -4,11 
2. Name of the newspaper Dienas Bizness -4,01 
2. Name of the newspaper Latvijas Avize -3,92 
3a. Year 2013 -3,44 

M I D D L E   A R E A 
2. Name of the newspaper NOL 3,09 
2. Name of the newspaper Pravda 3,62 
3a. Year 2005 3,66 
Country Slovakia 3,84 
2. Name of the newspaper Corriere della Sera 3,96 
Country Hungary 4,02 
2. Name of the newspaper MNO 4,53 
3a. Year 2009 5,29 
media_typology Quality newspapers 5,78 
political_affiliation Centre-left 6,08 
2. Name of the newspaper il Giornale 6,36 
2. Name of the newspaper la Repubblica 10,06 
Country Italy 10,40 

 

Multiple correspondence analysis allows the graphic representation of the planes constituted by the 

factorial axes, considered two at time. SPAD software permits the projection of the categories of the 

active and supplementary variables into these factorial planes (in our tables just the supplementary 

categories are represented). Estimating the positions of the dots with respect to the axes and the 

distances between the dots themselves, it is possible to infer the structure of the relationships 

between the categories of the variables, and between these categories and the factors. Through the 

graphical representation of the categories and the factors, it is possible to clarify further these three 

possible representations of corruption by looking at how they fit with countries, types of 

newspapers, media typology and political affiliation. Figures 8 and 9 show very clearly that the 

most important distinguishing dimension is the country. Figure 11 shows how political affiliation 

influences the representation of corruption and figures 10 and 12 stress the newspaper genre. These 

findings are clearly proved by the most important position (usually the first position) that the 

variable “country” occupies among the supplementary categories. In figure 8 (that mixes together 
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factor 1 and 2) countries are clearly placed in different positions relative to the journalistic format 

with the British and French newspapers looking at corruption abroad and international corruption in 

general terms and stressing the necessity of anti-corruption legislation. Italian and Romanian 

newspapers have a completely different focus: they deal mainly with the national arena within 

which particular cases are described. Latvia is an outlier with a particular focus on national anti-

corruption legislation. Hungary shows a main news reporting style while, by contrast, Slovakia 

seems to privilege a more general/feature oriented coverage of national cases.  

Figure 9 shows how the disposal of the investigated newspapers follows strictly (with some 

exceptions, such as the Italian Il Sole 24 Ore, the Slovak Novy Cas and the French Ouest France) 

the disposal of the countries (most the newspapers of each single country are grouped together) 

confirming that what counts most is nationality. 

Figure 10 describes the dispositions of the different types of newspapers along the dimensions 

“feature articles” vs “news reporting” and the specific focus of the stories. Business/financial papers 

describe general situations with a particular focus on anti-corruption legislation. They look mostly 

at foreign and international situations. Tabloid papers deal mostly with reporting single cases in the 

international arena (in this case, the coverage of sport scandals has a major role). Quality 

newspapers do not show any clear disposition on the suggested factors. Figure 12 shows how 

Factors 1 and 3 interact with newspaper genre: business papers have a clear “documentary” 

function on anti-corruption legislation and activities, while tabloid papers respond to a more 

“scandalistic” logic focusing on single cases.  

Figure 11 describes how political affiliation fits with the suggested factors. No clear distinguishing 

picture seems to emerge (different affiliations are very close each other) except a major inclination 

of centre-left newspapers towards single-case reporting following the activity of the judiciary. 
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Fig. 8 Projection of the illustrative categorical variable “C
ountry” into Factor 1 and Factor 2 
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Fig. 9 Projection of the illustrative categorical variable “N
am

e of the new
spaper” into Factor 1 and Factor 2 
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Fig. 10 Projection of the illustrative categorical variable “M
edia typology” into Factor 1 and Factor 2 
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Fig. 11 Projection of the illustrative categorical variable “Political affiliation” into Factor 1 and Factor 2 
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Fig. 12 Projection of the illustrative categorical variable “M
edia typology” into Factor 1 and Factor 3 
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7.  Conclusion 

 
In our study, we have investigated the representation of corruption in different countries and in 

different news media. Two major findings seem to emerge. First, corruption representations are 

very much “country based”. There exist specific conditions and cases that trigger coverage and that 

are deeply rooted in national political cultures and in specific situations, cases and events involving 

and affecting the different national communities. 

At the same time, our study confirms that representations are cultural constructions, just as socio-

logy and cultural studies have largely demonstrated (Berger – Luckmann, 1966). In other words, 

journalism representations are not just reflections of what is happening in specific countries; they 

also depend on structural, cultural and procedural dimensions that influence “mirroring” activity. 

More precisely, we cannot assume mechanically that corruption is less developed in Great Britain 

and in France because the press devotes less attention to internal political corruption and corruption 

in internal public administration than in other countries (nonetheless, we cannot forget that this is 

the picture emerging from several sources, including Transparency International). The major focus 

of French and British newspapers on corruption abroad and international corruption depends on 

several factors: first, it is linked to the position of the United Kingdom and France themselves 

within international markets and within the framework of international relations. News selection 

and narrative approaches are strongly affected by this and by the position of the newspapers of 

these two countries in the worldwide mass media market as well as the national one.  

There is no doubt that the major focus on political corruption and corruption in public 

administration that appears in the newspapers in Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Romania and Slovakia 

depends on the closer relationships that tie together news media and politics in these countries. Here 

the newspapers have a higher level of partisanship, as clearly demonstrated by our CACA study, 

and news media instrumentalization is often the dominant practice (Mungiu Pippidi, 2003; Bajomi-

Lazar, 2015). In this situation, the focus on political corruption is the occasion for entering the 

political arena and for battles that mix together information goals with partisan ones. 

Different representations of corruption also emerge in connection to different types of newspapers 

and their assumed readerships. Business newspapers and tabloids address very different readerships 

and therefore make different news selections and take different narrative approaches. 

Business/financial papers seem to primarily provide information and consultation functions that 

motivate their specific focus towards the description of corruption situations worldwide and 

towards anti-corruption legislation that may interest their readership. By contrast, tabloid papers 

privilege a more scandal-oriented approach focusing on single stories, even ones of an international 

nature, in their preferred fields (e.g., sport). 
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Our findings do not reveal dramatically different representations of corruption by centre-left 

newspapers and centre-right ones. Nevertheless, they have a partisan attitude towards corruption 

that seems to emerge only in connection to the specific cases and actors on which they focus. 

  



 40 

References 
 

A. Brunetti –B. Weder (2003) “A Free Press is Bad News for Corruption.” Journal of Public 
Economics 87(7-8):1801-1824.  

P. Bajomi- Lazar (2015) Party Colonisation of the Media in central and Eastern Europe. Budapest: 
CEU Press. 

P. Berger – T. Luckmann (1996) The social construction of reality. New York: Anchor Books. 
G. Di Franco (2015) “Multiple correspondence analysis: one only or several techniques?” Quality 

& Quantity first online 21 April 2015. 
P. Heywood (2012) Integrity management and the public service ethos in the UK: patchwork quilt 

or threadbare blanket? International review of Administration Sciences, 78 (3), p. 474 – 493. 
J. Ettema – T. Glasser (1998) Custodians of Conscience: Investigative Journalism and Public Virtue. 

New York: Columbia University Press. 
P. Ginsborg (2004) Silvio Berlusconi: Television, Power and Patrimony. London: Verso 
P. Golding – S. McLachlan (1998) ‘Measuring Tabloidization in theBritish Press’, unpublished 

paper presented at the Euricom Colloquium on Tabloidization, University of Westminster, London, 9–13 
September. 

P. Gounev – V. Ruggiero (2012) Corruption and Organized Crime in Europe. Illegal Partnerships. London – New 
York: Routledge. 

A. Grigorescu (200) “The Corruption Eruption in East-Central Europe: The Increased Salience of 
Corruption and the Role of Intergovernmental Organizations.”Eastern European Politics and 
Society 20(3): 516-549. 

M. Hilton et al. (2013) The Politics of Expertise. How NGOs Shaped Modern Britain. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 

S. Horton (2006) The Public Service Ethos in the British Civil Service: An Historical Institutional 
Analysis. Public Policy and Administration, 21 (1), p. 32 – 48. 

A. Krstic (forthcoming) Relations between political actors and journalists. Media 
Instrumentalization in Serbia, In International Journal of Press and Politics. 

A. Mungiu-Pippidi (2003) How Media and Politics Shape Each Other in the New Europe, in K. 
Jakubowicz – M. Sukosd (eds.) Finding the Right Place on the Map. Central and Eastern 
European Media Change in Global Perspective. Bristol: Intellect Books. 

A. Mungiu Pippidi and others (2105) Public Integrity and Trust in Europe. Berlin: ERCAS. 
D. Shea (1999). “All Scandal Politics is Local. Ethical Lapses, the Media, and Congressional 

Elections.” The International Journal of Press/Politics 4(2): 45-62. 
P. Stanig  (2015) “Regulation of Speech and Media Coverage of Corruption: An Empirical Analysis 

of Mexican Press.” American Journal of Political Science 59 (1): 175-193. 
V. Stetka – H. Ornerbring (2013) Investigative Journalism in central Esatern Europe: Autonomy, 

Business Models and Democratic Roles. International Journal of Press Politics, 18 (4), p. 413 – 
436. 

Z. Szàntò Zoltán - J. T. Tóth, -S. Varga (2012) “The Social and Institutional Structure of corruption: 
some typical network configurations of corruption transactions in Hungary”. In B. Vedres – M. 
Scotti (eds.) Networks in Social Policy Problems. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

J. Thompson (2000) Political Scandal. Power and visibility in the media age. Cambridge: Polity. 
D. Treisman (2000) The Causes of Corruption: A Cross National Study. Journal of Public 

Economics. 76, p. 399 – 457. 
S. Valenzuela (1990) Democratic Consolidation in Post Transitional Settings. Working Paper n. 150, 

Kellog Insitute.  
K. Voltmer (2013) The Media in Transitional Democracies. Cambridge: Polity.  
  



 41 

  

 
 
 

Project profile 

 

ANTICORRP is a large-scale research project funded by the European Commission’s Seventh 

Framework Programme. The full name of the project is “Anti-corruption Policies Revisited: Global 

Trends and European Responses to the Challenge of Corruption”. The project started in March 2012 

and will last for five years. The research is conducted by 20 research groups in fifteen countries. 

 

The fundamental purpose of ANTICORRP is to investigate and explain the factors that promote or 

hinder the development of effective anti-corruption policies and impartial government institutions. 

A central issue is how policy responses can be tailored to deal effectively with various forms of 

corruption. Through this approach ANTICORRP seeks to advance the knowledge on how 

corruption can be curbed in Europe and elsewhere. Special emphasis is laid on the agency of 

different state and non-state actors to contribute to building good governance. 

 

 

 

 

 

Project acronym: ANTICORRP 

Project full title: Anti-corruption Policies Revisited: Global Trends and European Responses to the 

Challenge of Corruption 

Project duration: March 2012 – February 2017 

EU funding: Approx. 8 million Euros 

Theme: FP7-SSH.2011.5.1-1 

Grant agreement number: 290529 

Project website: http://anticorrp.eu/  

 
 

This project is co-funded by the 
Seventh Framework Programme for 

Research and Technological 
Development of the European Union 


